A review and characterization of the MDS process in nursing homes.
The Minimum Data Set (MDS) is a tool used by nursing homes for resident assessment and care planning, indicating facility quality and the extent of residents' care needs. The process by which the MDS is completed by facilities has not been empirically studied. Understanding common strategies and practices for completing the MDS helps further comprehend the validity of the MDS and its relevance for focusing on residents and implementing clinical nursing interventions. This article reports on the responses to a survey questionnaire addressing this process by a sample of nursing homes in Ohio. The MDS assessment was found to be an intensive activity requiring the commitment of multiple staff members. Most facilities employed at least one full-time coordinator for this task. The importance of training was noted by a number of facilities, and the Resident Assessment Instrument manual was highlighted as one of the most valued resources for completing this assessment.